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That night, Hubbard ordered his crew to fire 35 depth charges and a number of gun rounds at what he believed were Japanese submarines.[54] His ship sustained minor damage and three crew were injured. . Retrieved May 10, 2007. New Zealand Herald. Archived from the original on February 15, 2012. The Sydney Morning Herald. "In new year's
message, Scientology insider blasts 'extreme' fundraising". Retrieved February 22, 2022. Archived from the original on March 12, 2007. "Scientology: Therapeutic Cult to Religious Sect". Retrieved June 21, 2006. Retrieved September 7, 2007. Book: Cults: A Reference Handbook By James R. pp. 27, 59, 60, 118, 120, 132, 137, 138, 140, 224. People.
Melbourne: Government Printer. ©~ a b Chan Enterprises (January 21, 2008). www.heraldsun.com.au. The Oxford Handbook of Religion and Emotion, page 132. ""Does Germany Have Something Against These Guys?". ©~ John Corrigan (2008). "Suit alleges wing of Church of Scientology violated labor laws". Going Clear: Scientology, Hollywood, and the
Prison of Belief. Much of the controversy surrounding Scientology stems from the criminal convictions of core members of the Scientology organization. ©~ Brown, Lane (March 17, 2010). "Scientology: The Thriving Cult of Greed and Power". "Wikipedia Bans Scientology From Site". "Defining the Theology". Archived from the original on January 14,
2010., Reuters, October 27, 2009 ~ "French court upholds Scientology fraud conviction". "Researching Scientology: Perceptions, Premises, Promises, and Problematics". ~ Atack 1990, p. 258. ™ Rothstein, Mikael (March 2009). ~ Marshall, Gordon (1990). Retrieved June 11, 2006. Munster, Germany: Lit Verlag. "Copyright Terrorists". The New York
Times, Late Edition (East Coast). Quoted in Miller 1987, p. 213. © "Is Scientology like hypnotism, meditation, psychotherapy or other mental therapies?". World Religions in America, Fourth Edition: An Introduction. The organization also operates the Scientology archiving project, which aims to preserve the works of Hubbard on stainless steel tablets,
encased in titanium capsules in specially constructed vaults throughout the world. 62 (1): 313-327. Secret Lives. South Park and Philosophy: You Know, I Learned Something Today. ~ Urban, Hugh B.: The Church of Scientology: A History of a New Religion Chapman, Mark. Archived from the original on March 7, 2013. "Church attacked for 'criminal’
activities". Morris Fishbein, the editor of the Journal of the American Medical Association and well known at the time as a debunker of quack medicine, dismissed Hubbard's book.[87][88] An article in Newsweek stated that "the Dianetics concept is unscientific and unworthy of discussion or review".[89] Hubbard asserted that Dianetics is "an
organized science of thought built on definite axioms: statements of natural laws on the order of those of the physical sciences".[90] Hubbard became the leader of a growing Dianetics movement.[73] He became a popular lecturer and established the Hubbard Dianetic Research Foundation in Elizabeth, New Jersey, where he trained his first Dianetics
"counselors" or auditors.[73][80] Some practitioners of Dianetics reported experiences that they believed had occurred in past lives, or previous incarnations.[80] In early 1951, reincarnation became a subject of intense debate within the Dianetics community.[91] Hubbard took the reports of past life events seriously and introduced the concept of the
Thetan, an immortal being analogous to the soul.[80] This was an important factor in the transition from secular Dianetics to the presenting of Scientology as an ostensible religion. ~ Willms 2009, p. 245. ©~ "Poor Man's Psychoanalysis?". thewire.com. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. p. 283. Retrieved March 28, 2009. "Saint Hill and the
Development of Systematic Theology in the Church of Scientology (1959-1967)". Alternative Spirituality and Religion Review. 6 (1): 111-155. do0i:10.5840/asrr2015577. ISSN 1946-0538 ~ Westbrook, Donald A. ©~ Cowan 2009, p. 68. ~ a b McCall, W. "The press vs. ~ Cusack 2009, pp. 394-395 ~ Spitznagel, Eric (December 9, 2010). 1. ISBN 978-1-
57392-964-6. ISBN 978-1-85109-618-3. ™ Cottrell, Richard (1984). 49 (2): 255-276. (November 2003). ~ Miller 1987, p. 151. Bridge Publications. p. 388. ©~ DeChant & Jorgenson 2003, p. 225 ™ a b ¢ Melton 2000, p. 17 ©~ "The paranoid, depressed L. Village Voice Media. Religious Studies and Theology. London. Academic Search Premier ©~ a b Wallis,
Roy (1975). ©~ Department Of State. ©~ Flowers 1984, pp. 96-97 ©~ Thomas Streissguth Charismatic Cult Leaders, p. Aaron says one staff member used a coat hanger and self-aborted her child for fear of punishment," said Senator Xenophon.[308] Carmel Underwood, another former Scientologist, said she had been put under "extreme pressure" to
have an abortion,[309] and that she was placed into a "disappearing programme", after refusing.[310] Underwood was the executive director of Scientology's branch in Sydney, Australia.[308] Scientology spokesman Tommy Davis said these statements are "utterly meritless".[299] Mike Ferriss, the head of Scientology in New Zealand, told media that
"There are no forced abortions in Scientology".[311] Scientology spokesperson Virginia Stewart likewise rejected the statements and asserted "The Church of Scientology considers the family unit and children to be of the utmost importance and does not condone nor force anyone to undertake any medical procedure whatsoever."[312] Allegation of
human trafficking and other crimes against women A number of women have sued the Church of Scientology, alleging a variety of complaints including human trafficking, rape, forced labor, and child abuse.[313] Scientology, litigation, and the Internet See also: Scientology and the Internet and Project Chanology In the 1990s, Miscavige's
organization took action against increased criticism of Scientology on the Internet and online distribution of Scientology-related documents.[314] Starting in 1991, Scientology filed fifty lawsuits against Scientology-critic Cult Awareness Network (CAN).[315] Many of the suits were dismissed, but one resulted in $2 million in losses, bankrupting the
network.[315] At bankruptcy, CAN's name and logo were obtained by a Scientologist.[315][316] A New Cult Awareness Network was set up with Scientology backing, which says it operates as an information and networking center for non-traditional religions, referring callers to academics and other experts.[317][318] In a 1993 U.S. lawsuit brought
by the Church of Scientology against Steven Fishman, a former member of the Church, Fishman made a court declaration which included several dozen pages of formerly secret esoterica detailing aspects of Scientologist cosmogony.[319] As a result of the litigation, this material, normally strictly safeguarded and used only in Scientology's more
advanced "OT levels", found its way onto the Internet.[319] This resulted in a battle between the Church of Scientology and its online critics over the right to disclose this material, or safeguard its confidentiality.[319] The Church of Scientology was forced to issue a press release acknowledging the existence of this cosmogony, rather than allow its
critics "to distort and misuse this information for their own purposes".[319] Even so, the material, notably the story of Xenu, has since been widely disseminated and used to caricature Scientology, despite the Church's vigorous program of copyright litigation.[319] In January 1995, Church of Scientology lawyer Helena Kobrin attempted to shut down
the newsgroup alt.religion.scientology by sending a control message instructing Usenet servers to delete the group.[320] In practice, this rmgroup message had little effect, since most Usenet servers are configured to disregard such messages when sent to groups that receive substantial traffic, and newgroup messages were quickly issued to
recreate the group on those servers that did not do so. (August 19, 1992). Retrieved June 30, 2019. Ron Hubbard played". Reporting stomach pains in April 1945, he spent the remainder of the war as a patient in Oak Knoll Naval Hospital in Oakland, California.[57] According to his later teachings, during this time Hubbard made scientific
"breakthroughs" by use of "endocrine experiments".[58] On October 15, 1947, Hubbard wrote a letter to the Veterans Administration formally requesting psychiatric treatment, and said he was unable to afford to pay for it himself.[15] Within a few years, Hubbard would condemn psychiatry as evil, and this would grow into a major theme in
Scientology.[citation needed] Excalibur and Babalon Working Main article: Scientology and the occult In April 1938, Hubbard reportedly reacted to a drug used in a dental procedure. Scientologists call Dianetics and Scientology as technologies because of their claim of their scientific precision and workability.[145] Reactive mind, traumatic
memories, and auditing See also: Dianetics and Auditing (Scientology) A Scientologist introduces the E-meter to a potential student Scientology presents two major divisions of the mind.[146] The reactive mind is thought to record all pain and emotional trauma, while the analytical mind is a rational mechanism that serves consciousness.[147][148]
The reactive mind stores mental images which are not readily available to the analytical (conscious) mind; these are referred to as engrams.[149] According to Scientology, engrams are painful and debilitating; as they accumulate, people move further away from their true identity.[150] To avoid this fate is Scientology's basic goal.[150] Some engrams
are taught by Hubbard to happen by accident while others are inflicted by "Thetans who have gone bad and want power", as described by the Los Angeles Times. ™ a b ¢ Satter, Beryl (July 3, 2003). Cults and new religions: a brief history. Cusack, Carole M.; Digance, Justine (2009). ©~ "Schoolboy avoids prosecution for branding Scientology a cult". ©~
"The Creation of "Religious" Scientology". p. 011. Retrieved February 4, 2008. Welkos (June 24, 1990). "Scientology in Court". "Scientologists reject claims they forced abortions". Schroettnig; Stefanie Herrington; Lauren E. Harper's Encyclopedia of Mystical & Paranormal Experience. 16 (3): 287-310. ™ Atack 1990, p. 75. "Scientologists settle death
suit". ISBN 978-1-350-18254-7. "Internet Group Declares "War on Scientology": Anonymous are fighting the Church of Scientology and the Religious Technology Center". ~ Vamosi, Robert (January 24, 2008). ISSN 0007-1447. pp. 435-437. ISBN 978-0-19-988711-8. Gordon Melton, and the European Rehabilitation Project Force Study". News.com.au.
The Times of India. ©~ Hubbard, What is Scientology?, 1998 softcover edition, p. "Anonymous hackers take on the Church of Scientology". William Irwin (Series Editor). Retrieved November 23, 2015. TIME. "Toronto Church Faces Heavy Fine: Scientology Branch is Convicted of Spying on Police, Others". He hid first in an apartment in Hemet,
California, where his only contact with the outside world was via ten trusted messengers. Fairfax Digital. Controversial New Religions. Ron Hubbard, is a derivation from the Latin word scientia ("knowledge", "skill"), which comes from the verb scire ("to know"), with the suffix -ology, from the Greek Adyoc légos ("word" or "account [of]").[463][464]
Scientology is further defined as "the study and handling of the spirit in relationship to itself, universes, and other life".[465] The term scientology had been used in published works at least twice before Hubbard. 110. d0i:10.1136/bmj.1.5743.297. Transaction Publishers. In Bill J. Volunteer Ministers sometimes travel to the scenes of major disasters in
order to provide assistance with relief efforts. Magia sexualis: sex, magic, and liberation in modern Western esotericism, p. "A Place in the Desert for New Mexico's Most Exclusive Circles". (2009a). DeChant, Dell; Jorgenson, Danny L. "Defectors Say Church of Scientology Hides Abuse". 74-76, NYU Press, 1997 ISBN 978-0-8147-3103-1 ©~ Nordhausen,
Frank (2008). He used renegades ...": Aspects of Scientology's Founding Myth". Ron Hubbard (1911-1986) was the only child of Harry Ross Hubbard, a United States Navy officer, and his wife, Ledora Waterbury. "Scientology: An in-depth profile of a new force in Clearwater" (PDF). ~ "Marburg Journal of Religion: Framing Effects in the Coverage of
Scientology versus Germany: Some Thoughts on the Role of Press and Scholars" (PDF). In Neusner, Jacob (ed.). These aspects have become the subject of popular ridicule.[27] From soon after their formation, Hubbard's groups have generated considerable opposition and controversy, in some instances due to their illegal activities.[28] In January
1951, the New Jersey Board of Medical Examiners brought proceedings against the Dianetic Research Foundation on the charge of teaching medicine without a license.[29] During the 1970s, Hubbard's followers engaged in a program of criminal infiltration of the U.S. government, resulting in several executives of the organization being convicted
and imprisoned for multiple offenses by a U.S. Federal Court.[30][31][32] Hubbard himself was convicted in absentia of fraud by a French court in 1978 and sentenced to four years in prison.[33] In 1992, a court in Canada convicted the Scientology organization in Toronto of spying on law enforcement and government agencies, and criminal breach
of trust, later upheld by the Ontario Court of Appeal.[34][35] The Church of Scientology was convicted of fraud by a French court in 2009, a decision upheld by the supreme Court of Cassation in 2013.[36] The Church of Scientology has been described by government inquiries, international parliamentary bodies, scholars, law lords, and numerous
superior court judgements as both a dangerous cult and a manipulative profit-making business.[43] Following extensive litigation,[44][45] the organization has managed to attain a legal recognition as a religious institution in some jurisdictions, including Australia,[46][47] Italy,[45] and the United States.[48] Germany classifies Scientology groups as
an "anti-constitutional sect",[49][50] while the French government classifies the group as a dangerous cult.[51][52] History See also: Timeline of Scientology and History of Dianetics L. Secaucus, M]J: Citadel Press, Lyle Stuart, Inc. Mercer University Press. Retrieved January 18, 2009. Ron Hubbard state that the way to make money was to start a
religion?". The Register. 63-64, Brill, 1999 ISBN 978-90-04-11544-6 ~ Jentzsch, Heber. Ron Hubbard regarding substance abuse treatment and addiction. Secaucus, NJ: Citadel Press, Lyle Stuart, Inc. Retrieved May 8, 2015. ~ Judgement of Mr Justice Latey, Re: B & G (Minors) (Custody) Delivered in the High Court (Family Division), London, July 23,
1984 ~ "Judge brands Scientology 'sinister' as mother is given custody of children". doi:10.1177/0008429818769404. "Scientologists Urge Advertisers to Boycott A&E's Leah Remini Show". Splinter groups: Independent Scientology, Freezone, and Miscavige's RTC Main article: Free Zone (Scientology) Hubbard's beliefs and practices, drawn from a
diverse set of sources, influenced numerous offshoots, splinter-groups, and new movements. The initial episode drew 2.1 million viewers.[492] See also Scientology and religious groups Scientology and sexual orientation Notes ©~ June 18 to December 24, 1950 References ©~ a b Behar, Richard (May 6, 1991). Revenue from monthly, bi-monthly, and
other membership offerings could not be estimated in the report, but was nevertheless placed in the millions. www.bridgepub.com. ~ Forrester, John (February 11, 2008). ~ Grossman, Wendy (October 1997). 137. Worldwide estimates of Scientology's core practicing membership range between 40,000 and 200,000, mostly in the U.S., Europe, South
Africa and Australia.[156] Scientology is also declining in the United Kingdom.[213][209] In 2011, high-level defector Jeff Hawkins estimated there were 40,000 Scientologists worldwide.[209] According to the Australian census data in 2016 less than 1700 people listed themselves as Scientologists.[13]1[14] Although the Church of Scientology claims
to be the "fastest growing religious movement" on Earth, the organization's estimates of its membership numbers are significantly exaggerated.[214][215][216] Sea Org The highest ranking people in the Scientology hierarchy are the members of the Sea Organization, or Sea Org.[190] The organization includes some 5,000 of Scientology's most
dedicated adherents, who work for low pay, and sign a billion-year contract.[190][217] Rehabilitation Project Force The Rehabilitation Project Force (RPF) is a controversial part of the Scientology "justice" system.[192] When Sea Org members are found guilty of a violation, they are assigned to the RPF.[192] The RPF involves a daily regimen of five
hours of auditing or studying, eight hours of work, often physical labor, such as building renovation, and at least seven hours of sleep.[192] Douglas E. ~ Lewis, James R (May 3, 2005). May 22, 2009. (1984). Philadelphia: O. Archived from the original on May 20, 2013.", Time ~ Staff (April 2, 1998). "The Creation of 'Religious' Scientology".
Sociologists Roy Wallis and Steve Bruce suggest that Dianetics, which set each person as his or her own authority, was about to fail due to its inherent individualism, and that Hubbard started Scientology, framed as a religion, to establish himself as the overarching authority.[92][82] Also in 1951, Hubbard incorporated the electropsychometer (E-
meter for short), a kind of electrodermal activity meter, as an auditing aid.[91] Based on a design by Volney Mathison, the device is held by Scientologists to be a useful tool in detecting changes in a person's state of mind.[91] The global spread of Scientology in the latter half of the 1950s culminated with the opening of Church of Scientology
buildings in Johannesburg and Paris, while world headquarters transferred to England in Saint Hill, a rural estate. Hubbard spent three semesters at George Washington University (in Washington, D.C.), but was placed on probation in September 1931. Freie Zone E. "The Scientology Story". Sydney Morning Herald. The Court went on to state that a
religion did not have to be theistic, and that a religion involved both belief and behavior ... Retrieved December 6, 2021. Vol. 8 (2nd ed.). doi:10.1177/003803857500900105. ™ A 1995 parliamentary report lists Scientology groups as cults, and in its 2006 report MIVILUDES similarly classified Scientology organizations as a dangerous cult[citation
needed] ~ Le point sur 'Eglise de Scientologie, Le Nouvel Observateur ~ Wallis 1977, p. 21. He notes that Hubbard discussed religion and the concept of god even in the years leading up to the emergence of Scientology, and that he did not "rush into religion" but rather, "discovered it through the development of his work with pre-clears".[103]
Drawing parallels to similar struggles for identity in other religious movements such as Theosophy and Transcendental Meditation, Frenschkowski sees in Hubbard's lectures "the case of a man whose background was non-religious and who nevertheless discovers that his ideas somehow oscillate between 'science' (in a very popular sense), 'religion'
and 'philosophy’, and that these ideas somehow fascinate so many people that they start to form a separate movement". ABC News (Australia). Bromley state that scholars and observers have come to radically different conclusions about the RPF and whether it is "voluntary or coercive, therapeutic or punitive".[192] Office of Special Affairs Main
articles: Office of Special Affairs and Guardian's Office The Office of Special Affairs or OSA (formerly the Guardian's Office) is a department of the Church of Scientology which has been characterized as a non-state intelligence agency.[218][219][220] It has targeted critics of the Church for "dead agent" operations, which is mounting character
assassination operations against perceived enemies.[221] The Church of Spiritual Technology (CST) ranch in Creston, California, where Scientology founder L. Vol. Brill Handbooks on Contemporary Religion. ©~ Jeffrey Lehman; Shirelle Phelps, eds. ©~ a b Schneiders, Ben (April 4, 2021). spiegel.de. Canberra: Australian Bureau of Statistics. Archived
from the original on November 7, 2012., Los Angeles Times, February 11, 2008. Journal of Contemporary Religion. The lower triangle, the ARC triangle, is a summary representation of the knowledge the Scientologist strives for.[150] It encompasses Affinity (affection, love or liking), Reality (consensual reality) and Communication (the exchange of
ideas).[150] Scientology teaches that improving one of the three aspects of the triangle "increases the level" of the other two, but Communication is held to be the most important.[470] The upper triangle is the KRC triangle, the letters KRC positing a similar relationship between Knowledge, Responsibility and Control.[471] Among Scientologists, the
letters ARC are used as an affectionate greeting in personal communication, for example at the end of a letter.[472] Social problems are ascribed to breakdowns in ARC - in other words, a lack of agreement on reality, a failure to communicate effectively, or a failure to develop affinity.[193] These can take the form of overts - harmful acts against
another, either intentionally or by omission - which are usually followed by withholds - efforts to conceal the wrongdoing, which further increase the level of tension in the relationship.[193] Bridge to Total Freedom Scientologists seek to attain spiritual development through study of Scientology materials and auditing. (2005). BRILL.
doi:10.33356/temenos.8203. Behar, Richard (1991). ©~ J. © Richardson 2009, p. 288 ~ "William T. Saliba (1996): Signs of the Times, Médiaspaul, p. Salon.com. April 5, 1976. Cary, NC: Oxford University Press. Scientology: the fundamentals of thought. Le Monde. ©~ a b ¢ d e Dawson, Lorne L.; Cowan, Douglas E. 7: 111-153. Flinn testimony in Church
of Scientology of California, 1984, vol.23, pp.4032-4160 ~ Wollersheim v. (July 24, 2012). ™~ a b ¢ d Escobedo, Dan Gilgoff and Tricia (March 22, 2017). "The State of the Discipline. World Religions in America (4th ed.). "Scientology's Relationship With Eastern Religious Traditions". Season 9. solitarytrees.net. ©~ Dodd, Gareth, ed. ~ "Scientology
Beliefs & Practices: What is Scientology? Westport, CT: Greenwood Press. "Scientology's Puzzling Journey From Tax Rebel to Tax Exempt". pp. 365-367, 371. Tom Cruise: An Unauthorized Biography. While it bears strong similarities to the Ashtar Command or the Aetherius Society, its emphasis upon the Xenu event as the central message of the
group seems to place them within the ancient astronaut tradition. ~ Souchard, Pierre-Antoine (February 2, 2012). "CHURCH OF SCIENTOLOGY: Two former ministers' lawsuit loses on appeal". Retrieved November 26, 2009. Hubbard said, "Implants result in all varieties of illness, apathy, degradation, neurosis and insanity and are the principal cause
of these in man."[151] L. p. 24. "Brainwashing Programs in The Family/Children of God and Scientology". Retrieved February 14, 2008. Archived from the original on August 21, 2008. Lewis, Scientology is in the same lineage of supernatural religious movements such as New Thought. December 7, 2007. Vaughn Mccall, Professor and Chairman of the
Georgia Regents University writes, "Both Freudian theory and Hubbard assume that there are unconscious mental processes that may be shaped by early life experiences, and that these influence later behavior and thought." Both schools of thought propose a "tripartite structure of the mind".[444] Sigmund Freud's psychology, popularized in the
1930s and 1940s, was a key contributor to the Dianetics therapy model, and was acknowledged unreservedly as such by Hubbard in his early works.[445] Hubbard never forgot, when he was 12 years old, meeting Cmdr. ©~ a b "National Assembly of France report No. 2468". Archived from the original on September 2, 2012. Retrieved November 4,
2007. tonyortega.org. Strasbourg: Council of Europe. Accounts of the Volunteer Ministers' effectiveness have been mixed, and touch assists are not supported by scientific evidence.[241][242][243] Other entities Other Scientology-related organizations include: International Association of Scientologists (IAS) - Scientology membership organization. ©
Ansley, Greg (November 19, 2009). www.scientology.org. The Oxford Handbook of New Religious Movements. Archived from the original on December 16, 2013. "Is Scientology a Religion?". "Leah Remini Tells Ellen DeGeneres She 'Lost Friends"'After Leaving Scientology". AFP. New York: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing. Retrieved October 29,



2007. ©~ a b Miller 2016, p. [page needed]. "Church of Eductivism". pp. 335-344. It is seen as an anticonstitutional sect and a new version of political extremism and because there is "evidence for intentions against the free democratic basic order" it is observed by the Federal Office for the Protection of the Constitution.[389][390] In 1997, an open
letter to then-German Chancellor, Helmut Kohl, published as a newspaper advertisement in the International Herald Tribune, drew parallels between the "organized oppression" of Scientologists in Germany and the treatment of Jews in 1930s' Nazi Germany.[3911[392] The letter was signed by Dustin Hoffman, Goldie Hawn and a number of other
Hollywood celebrities and executives.[392][393] Commenting on the matter, a spokesman for the U.S. Department of State said that Scientologists were discriminated against in Germany, but condemned the comparisons to the Nazis' treatment of Jews as extremely inappropriate, as did a United Nations Special Rapporteur.[393][394] Based on the
IRS exemptions, the U.S. State Department formally criticized Germany for discriminating against Scientologists and began to note Scientologists' complaints of harassment in its annual human rights reports,[48] as well as the annual International Religious Freedom Reports it has released from 1999 onwards.[395] Germany will continue to monitor
Scientology's activities in the country, despite continued objection from Scientology which cites such monitoring as abuse of freedom of religion.[396] France and Belgium have not recognized Scientology as a religion, and Stephen A. ~ a b c d e f Urban, Hugh B. The police force was then obliged to accept that their policing of future demonstrations
will reflect this advice.[384][385] Scientology as a commercial enterprise Main article: Scientology as a business Scientology desk near the Potsdamer Platz in Berlin Scientology has been accused of being "a business, often given to criminal acts, and sometimes masquerading as a religion".[206][386] In conjunction with the Church of Scientology's
request to be officially recognized as a religion in Germany, around 1996 the German state Baden-Wirttemberg conducted a thorough investigation of the group's activities within Germany.[387] The results of this investigation indicated that at the time of publication, Scientology's main sources of revenue ("Haupteinnahmequellen der SO") were from
course offerings and sales of their various publications. The Future of New Religious Movements. p. 42. He further emphasizes this belief of Scientologists: "You occasionally come across people in Scientology who say they can change the material world with their mind."[143] Reception Scientology has influenced a broad range of therapy and
spiritual groups formed since the 1960s.[475] Much past-life therapy was influenced by Dianetics,[475] while Werner Erhard's Erhard Seminars Training therapy system also drew on Scientology.[475] Paul Twitchell, who founded Eckankar, had also been a staff member at the Church of Scientology and plagiarised some of Hubbard's writings.[475] In
the 1960s, the Process Church of the Final Judgement was established by former Scientologists.[476] In 1986 Harry Palmer - who had previously run a Scientology franchise mission in Elmira, New York for around a decade - established his own group, the Avatar Course.[475] Academic research into Scientology was for a long time comparatively
limited compared to the media and public interest in it.[477] This has been attributed to the Church's secrecy,[477] its reputation for litigiousness,[478] and a lack of academic access to documentary material about the Church.[479] Early studies included Roy Wallis' The Road to Total Freedom (1976) and Harriet Whitehead's Renunciation and
Reformulation (1987).[480] A handful of monographs and edited volumes followed,[481] while in 2014, the first academic conference on the topic was held in Antwerp, Belgium.[482] Several academics who have studied the movement have described the Church paying close attention to their work by telephoning them and sending representatives to
attend their talks on the subject.[477] Scientology in popular culture Main article: Scientology in popular culture Xenu as depicted in South Park Scientology was lampooned in the 2005 South Park episode "Trapped in the Closet".[483] This publicized the story of Xenu, based directly on the actual Scientology Operating Thetan III document,[484] and
accompanied by an onscreen caption reading "This is what Scientologists actually believe". Scientology is probably unique in that it keeps its sacred texts secret until, typically, devotees have paid enough money to learn what they say. ©~ KNBC Staff (January 24, 2008). ~ [1][31[41[5]1[371[381[39][40][411[42] ~ a b Richardson 2009 ™ a b c Carobene,
Germana (June 16, 2014). Retrieved September 16, 2007. This story is also available on the Carnegie Mellon University library website as "Part 6: Attack the Attacker, On the Offensive . March 27, 2010. Archived from the original on May 6, 2015. September 4, 2007. Scientology Versus Medicine in Scandal of Scientology. December 22, 1952. They
perceive that Scientology is based on verifiable technologies, speaking to Hubbard's original scientific objectives for Dianetics, based on the quantifiability of auditing on the E-meter. ISBN 978-0-06-250365-7. Notes Atack, Jon (1990). Reitman, Janet (2011). ™ "Scientology (Written answer)". PMC 1794922. ~ Wright, Lawrence (2013). (1996). col. 189-
191W. ~ Melton 2000, p. 43 ©~ Wakefield, Margery Understanding Scientology ~ Cisar, Joe (translator) The Guardian Office (GO) ~ Hamburg Regional Office of the German Constitutional Security Agency Der Geheimdienst der Scientology-Organisation - Grundlagen, Aufgaben, Strukturen, Methoden und Ziele - Zweite Auflage, Stand 06.05.1998" ~
Scientologists pay for libel, Clare Dyer, The Guardian, June 9, 1999. Buffalo, NY. El Pais. Scientology began to focus on these issues in the early 1970s, led by Hubbard. "Anonymous threatens to "dismantle" Church of Scientology via internet". "Saturday Night Live's genius spoof of Scientology: Lyrics and images". It claims copyright and trademark
over its "Scientology cross", and its lawyers have threatened lawsuits against individuals and organizations who have published the image in books and on Web sites. Rathbun, now a leading figure in a movement for Scientologists to practice independently of the church [sic] ™~ a b ¢ d Cowan & Bromley 2006, pp. 170-171 ©~ Hubbard, L. p. 287.
America's Alternative Religions. Cambridge University Press. Retrieved June 9, 2010. ~ "The History of Excalibur". ~ a b Perrault, Michael (March 26, 2009). (January 28, 2005). "Second round of Anonymous v Scientology". For the organization, see Church of Scientology. Ron Hubbard and Scientology: An annotated bibliographical survey of primary
and selected secondary literature"”. ~ Reitman, Janet (February 8, 2011). "Scientology's global disaster squad". 2 (2). Nova Religio: The Journal of Alternative and Emergent Religions. "The Man In Control". Handbook of Scientology. The opinion by five supreme court justices redefined religion in law, rendering the 1970 definition "out of date" in
restricting religious worship to "reverence or veneration of God or of a Supreme Being".[381][382][383] In May 2008, the City of London police, senior officers of which had earlier received gifts worth thousands of pounds from the Scientology organization, unsuccessfully attempted to initiate a prosecution of a 15-year-old boy following a peaceful
protest at which he held a sign reading "Scientology is not a religion, it is a dangerous cult". Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press. Trent (February 6, 2008). In 1988, Scientology president Heber Jentzsch and ten other members of the organization were arrested in Spain on various charges including illicit association, coercion, fraud, and labor
law violations.[272] In October 2009, the Church of Scientology was found guilty of organized fraud in France.[273] The sentence was confirmed by the court of appeal in February 2012, and by the supreme Court of Cassation in October 2013.[274][36] In 2012, Belgian prosecutors indicted Scientology as a criminal organization engaged in fraud and
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[436] Scientology is unique within the UFO culture because of this secretiveness, as well as because of the capitalist format under which they operate. p. 274. (2011). Melton, who has been criticized by some for being too easy on Scientology, and has been criticized by the church [sic] for being too harsh, says that the church's [sic] estimates of its
membership numbers - 4 million in the United States, 8 to 9 million worldwide - are exaggerated. Retrieved September 4, 2010. Retrieved November 25, 2019. Vaughn (2007). These have been presented to schools, businesses and communities as secular techniques based on Hubbard's writings.[238] The Association for Better Living and Education
(ABLE) acts as an umbrella organization for these efforts.[239] Notable examples include: Narconon is a Scientology organization promoting the theories of founder L. Archived from the original on August 29, 2012. Ron (1976a). "Church of Scientology snaps up Hollywood film studio". Frenschkowski, Marco (1999). Kent, writing in 2001, noted that
recognition had not been obtained in Ireland, Luxembourg, Israel or Mexico either.[397] Although the Belgian State Prosecution Service recommended that various individuals and organizations associated with Scientology should be prosecuted,[398][399] the Belgian courts finally decided in March 2016 that Scientology is not a criminal organization.
[400] In Greece, Scientology is not recognized as a religion by the Greek government, and multiple applications for religious status have been denied, notably in 2000 and 2003.[401] In the Netherlands, Scientology was granted tax exempt status in October 2013.[402] The status was revoked in October 2015. pp. 389-409. The Sunday Times. Marburg
Journal of Religion. Retrieved August 22, 2011. Archived from the original on October 31, 2013. 51 ~ a b Willms 2009, p. 259 ™ a b Melton 2000, pp. 7-8, 67 ™ Melton, J. Based on letters from former followers, he said that there were "allegations of forced imprisonment, coerced abortions, and embezzlement of church funds [sic], of physical violence
and intimidation, blackmail and the widespread and deliberate abuse of information obtained by the organization".[409] Scientology in religious studies Hugh B. The Invention of Sacred Tradition. ©~ Palmer, Susan J. For other uses, see Scientology (disambiguation). (1974). Having run out of depth charges and with the presence of a submarine still
unconfirmed by other ships, Hubbard's ship was ordered back to port. Ron Hubbard".[107][108][109] In 1955, Hubbard established the Founding Church of Scientology in Washington, D.C.[80] The group declared that the Founding Church, as written in the certificate of incorporation for the Founding Church of Scientology in the District of
Columbia, was to "act as a parent church [sic] for the religious faith known as 'Scientology' and to act as a church [sic] for the religious worship of the faith".[110][better source needed] During this period the Church expanded to Australia, New Zealand, France, the United Kingdom and elsewhere. British Medical Journal. The summons was ostensibly
issued under the Public Order Act 1986. "Scientology faces allegations of abuse and covering up deaths in Australia". ISBN 978-0-86554-127-6. ™ Lewins, Dean (March 11, 2016). December 28, 2012. ~ "No charges over Scientology demo". Lewis, p. Ethics officers ensure "correct application of Scientology technology" and deal with "behavior
adversely affecting a Scientology organization's performance", ranging from "Errors" and "Misdemeanors" to "Crimes" and "Suppressive Acts", as those terms defined by Scientology.[192] Scientology asserts some people are truly malevolent, and Hubbard taught 20 percent of the population were suppressive persons, which includes some hopelessly
antisocial personalities who are the truly dangerous individuals in humanity: "the Adolf Hitlers and the Genghis Khans, the unrepentant murderers and the drug lords".[193]1[194] Scientology disconnection policy prohibits most contact with Suppressive Persons.[193]1[194] The Church of Scientology denies that a disconnection policy exists, and quotes
Hubbard's definition of disconnection as "a self-determined decision made by an individual that he is not going to be connected to another".[195] A Scientologist who communicates with a suppressive person risks being declared a Potential Trouble Source.[196][197] Defectors who turn into critics of the movement are declared suppressive persons,
[198]1[199]1[200][201] and the Church of Scientology has a reputation for moving aggressively against such detractors.[202] Fair game Main article: Fair Game (Scientology) The term Fair Game is used to describe policies and practices carried out against people the Church perceives as its enemies. | Scientology's views on the evils of materialism".
Religion, globalization and culture. Freezone.org. ©~ Wallis 1977, p. 153. p. A41:4. "Charisma, Crowd Psychology and Altered States of Consciousness". Retrieved July 1, 2014. Citadel Press. Remini spoke about her split from the Church, saying that she still has friends within the organization whom she is no longer able to speak with.[268] Criminal
behavior See also: Operation Snow White and Operation Freakout Author Paulette Cooper was indicted for making bomb threats after she was framed by agents of the Church of Scientology. Encyclopedia of New Age Beliefs. ~ Flinn, Frank K. ©~ "L. Archived from the original on May 30, 2014. p. 179. Bromley comments that Scientology "could gain
strength by adding to the new perspective on existence, the hope and human meaning that only a transcendent creed can give".[413] Bromley and Cowan noted in 2008 that Scientology's attempts "to gain favor with new religion scholars" had often been problematic.[359] According to Religious Studies professor Mary Farrell Benarowski, Scientology
describes itself as drawing on science, religion, psychology and philosophy but "had been claimed by none of them and repudiated, for the most part, by all".[414] Regis Dericquesbourg writes about the efficacy of Scientology in imparting knowledge: "Scientology indeed not only brings knowledge, it also brings personal introspection through
auditing, and transmission in upper levels is not merely reading texts: what is transmitted is experienced through a solo or duo auditing experience." He compared it to psychoanalysis.[415] Frank K. ~ MORAN, LEE. Net.Wars. Gerald Armstrong, Superior Court, Los Angeles County, case no. Hubbard Communication Office Policy Letter 26 April
1970R, revised March 15, 1975. leads to the inescapable conclusion that it is only in name that there is any difference between authoritative hypnosis and most of the techniques of scientology. Cowan, Douglas E.; Bromley, David G. Going Clear: Scientology, Hollywood and the Prison of Belief. Ron Hubbard and Thomas S. St Petersburg Times.

ISBN 978-1-4627-1261-8. d0i:10.5840/asrr20101127. London: Cassell and Co. ISBN 978-0304355921. ~ "News and Notes: Scientology Libel Action". PMID 5294085. Lewis, James R. Retrieved March 17, 2008. Ron Hubbard's Formulation of Therapy and Religion in Dianetics and Scientology, 1950-1986." Alternative Spirituality and Religion Review. ©
Christopher Lueg From Usenet to CoWebs, p. May 23, 2008. V., 1995 ISBN 978-3-9804724-1-8 ~ The New Word, Publisher: Forgotten Books (February 7, 2008), ISBN 978-1-60506-811-4 ISBN 978-1-60506-811-4 ~ The Encyclopedia of Christianity, Erwin Fahlbusch, Geoffrey W. The Encyclopedic Sourcebook of UFO Religions. ©~ Gianni, Luke
(February 22, 2007). Another was a 1991 Time magazine article that attacked the organization, which responded with a major lawsuit that was rejected by the court as baseless early in 1992. Retrieved November 5, 2015. Herald Sun. While Scientology generally refers to the Miscavige-led Church of Scientology, other groups practice Scientology. ©
United States v. Bromiley, page 556 ~ a b Cowan & Bromley 2006, p. 176 ™ "Scientology Glossary of Terms - K". Vol. PRLog.Org. Archived from the original on June 16, 2008. Archived from the original on June 10, 2014., Washington Post, February 1, 1997 ~ a b Bonfante, Jordan; van Voorst, Bruce (February 10, 1997). The CST symbol is visible
within a racetrack. NYMag.com. 45 (1): 11-27. CST licenses this intellectual property to the Religious Technology Center who then sub-licenses it to Church of Scientology International. "Scientology church faces new claims of harassment". (March 2009). A first point of controversy was its challenge of the psychotherapeutic establishment. "Abort-
Happy Folks". Vosper and another, 1 All ER 1023 (Court of Appeal (England and Wales) November 19, 1971). (June 23, 2000). ™~ a b c d e Cowan & Bromley 2006, p. 180 ™ Melton 2000, p. 34 ™~ a b c d e Cowan & Bromley 2006, p. 181 ©~ ab c d Cowan & Bromley 2006, p. 177 ~ a b Zellner & Petrowsky 1998, pp. 146-147 ~ "What is Disconnection?".
Accordingly, only when the Seventh Dynamic (spiritual) is reached in its entirety will one discover and come to a full understanding of the Eighth Dynamic (infinity) and one's relationship to the Supreme Being.[144] Many Scientologists avoid using the words "belief" or "faith" to describe how Hubbard's teachings impacts their lives. "Scientology:
Ecclesiastical justice". 1 (5743): 297-298. ™ "A Summary on Scientology for Scientists (1969)". MinnPost. Vaughn (September 2007). Goldberg's response was quite out of the ordinary: he created a special working group to resolve the dispute, bypassing the agency's exempt organizations division. pp. 1A, 14A. Strasbourg: European Parliament.
Scientology has filed suit against a number of individuals who have attempted to set up their own auditing practices, using copyright and trademark law to shut these groups down.[405] The Church of Scientology and its many related organizations have amassed considerable real estate holdings worldwide, likely in the hundreds of millions of dollars.
[252] Scientology encourages existing members to "sell" Scientology to others by paying a commission to those who recruit new members.[252] Scientology franchises, or missions, must pay the Church of Scientology roughly 10% of their gross income.[406] On that basis, it is likened to a pyramid selling scheme.[407] While introductory courses do
not cost much, courses at the higher levels may cost several thousand dollars each.[408] In November 2009, Australian Senator Nick Xenophon used a speech in Federal Parliament to allege that the Church of Scientology is a criminal organization. p. 210. Ottawa: Statistics Canada. "The Church of Scientology in Sweden". The series follows Remini
and former Scientology executive Mike Rinder as they explore the history and workings of the Church, discuss their experiences and interview ex-members willing to speak out about alleged abuses of the Church. (2012). Ninety-nine percent of them don't ever darken the door of the church [sic] again." If the church [sic] indeed had four million
members in the United States, he says, "they would be like the Lutherans and would show up on a national survey" such as the Harris poll. 1, Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1968 ASIN: BOOOGLJ10S ~ Janet Reitman Inside Scientology, Rolling Stone, February 23, 2006 ~ Partridge, Christopher Hugh (2003), UFO religions, Routledge, ISBN 978-0-415-
26323-8 © Lewis, James R., ed. ™ Melton 2000, p. 59 ©~ "Rudd's concerns about Scientology (quoted from embedded video, "Xenophon attacks Scientology - Independent Senator Nick Xenophon attacks Scientology as a 'criminal organisation)". ~ Farley, Robert (May 29, 2004). pp. 136, 142. Campbell Jr., the editor of Astounding Science Fiction, and
Campbell's brother-in-law, physician Joseph A. ~ Breckenridge, Memorandum of Intended Decision in Church of Scientology of California vs. Bromley, Scientology is "part therapy, part religion, part UFO group. Westminster John Knox Press. ™ "Einde aan achttien jaar discriminatie van Scientology". "German Party Replies To Scientology Backers".

p- 107. Retrieved July 3, 2020. ~ a b ¢ d Wallis 1977, p. 1. "Severe Hyponatremia After Purification". Zeitdiagnosen: Religion and Conformity. Phoenix New Times. A Piece of Blue Sky. Scientologists depend on the "appearance of objectivity or empirical validity" of the e-meter rather than simply trusting an auditor's abstract interpretation of a
participant's statements. ™~ a b ¢ d Cowan & Bromley 2006, p. 184 ~ Miller 1987, p. 184. Kent in December 1999. doi:10.1007/BF00052152. Harris Philosophers and Religious Leaders, p. Ron Hubbard and Military career of L. ™ a b ¢ d e Behar, Richard (May 6, 1991). ~ Frenschkowski, Marco (2016). Retrieved May 13, 2008. ~ Kent, Stephen (2001).
Skeptical Inquirer. ™ a b ¢ Frenschkowski, Marco (January 1, 2010). Religious Sects: A Sociological Study, McGraw-Hill, p. E. Archived from the original on May 15, 2009. Gordon (2014). These groups, collectively known as Independent Scientologists, consist of former members of the official Church of Scientology as well as entirely new members.
Rather, people are expected to discover the truth through their own observations as their awareness advances.... Charge enough and we'd be swamped."). ISBN 978-0-7546-3048-7. "Religious Technology Center v. April 2, 1998.", New York Times ~ Beyer, Peter; Beaman, Lori G. "Scientology Gateshead building still empty after seven years". Thomas,
Aled (2021). Allegedly inspired by this experience, Hubbard composed a manuscript, which was never published, with the working titles of "The One Command" or Excalibur.[59][60] The contents of Excalibur formed the basis for some of his later publications.[61] Arthur ]J. Retrieved May 16, 2007. 55. Hawes.com. United Kingdom: House of Lords. ~
"Scientology glossary". (2004). The organization says that the secrecy is warranted to keep its materials' use in context and to protect its members from being exposed to materials they are not yet prepared for.[156] These are the OT levels, the levels above Clear, whose contents are guarded within Scientology. ©~ Brown, Lane (December 3, 2010).
Zellner Extraordinary Groups, p. JSTOR Daily. pp. 697-699. p. 72. According to his account, this triggered a revelatory near-death experience. Encyclopedic Handbook of Cults in America. 90, New York University Press, 1997 ISBN 978-0-8147-3103-1 © Sarno, David (February 11, 2008). ™~ Melton 2000, p. 29 ~ a b Donaghy, James (June 9, 2007).
Sociology. Archived from the original on August 1, 2013. In May 1952, Scientology was organized to put this intended science into practice, and in the same year, Hubbard published a new set of teachings as Scientology, a religious philosophy.[102] Marco Frenschkowski quotes Hubbard in a letter written in 1953, to show that he never denied that
his original approach was not a religious one: "Probably the greatest discovery of Scientology and its most forceful contribution to mankind has been the isolation, description and handling of the human spirit, accomplished in July 1951, in Phoenix, Arizona. ~ Miller 1987, p. [page needed]. "'Church' that yearns for respectability". The secret
Scientology texts say this was a ruler of a confederation of planets 70 million years ago, who brought billions of alien beings to Earth and then killed them with thermonuclear weapons. ©~ Westbrook, Donald A. ISBN 978-0-385-35027-3. "Church Of Scientology Worth More Than $1.2 Billion, According To New Tax Docs". "In Pasadena, a Model for
Scientology's Growth Plan". He had to defend himself about this to his friends."[427] Frenschkowski allows that there were practical concerns in the question of "how to present Scientology to the outside world", but dismisses the notion that the religious format was just an expedient pretense; Frenschkowski points to many passages in Hubbard's
works that document his struggle with this question.[427] Frenschkowski suggests that it was a biographical mistake to suggest that Hubbard only became interested in Scientology as a religion in 1954. Scientology: Kulturbeobachtungen jenseits der Devianz (in German). Agencies. (December 11, 2006). the Church of Scientology has no set dogma
concerning God that it imposes on its members. Sociological Analysis. Business Insider. Deseret News. The Scientology ship Freewinds offers OT VIII.[230] Celebrity Centres See also: Celebrity Centres, Scientology and celebrities, and List of Scientologists In 1955, Hubbard created a list of 63 celebrities targeted for conversion to Scientology.[231] In
a Church of Scientology policy letter in 1973, L. Retrieved January 13, 2009. London: Bloomsbury. ISBN 978-0-19-517021-4. p. 155. ™ Melton 2000, p. 44 ™~ a b ¢ d Cowan & Bromley 2006, p. 183 ™ Winn, Patrick (May 15, 2015). ™ Wendy Grossman Net.wars, p. After some contradictory rulings, the Milan judges became aware of the need to define the
religiosity of the movement, i.e. it is to be considered a religion if all the alleged activities can qualify as normal religious practices ~ a b Church of the New Faith v Commissioner of Pay-roll Tax (Vict) [1983] HCA 40, (1983) 154 CLR 120, High Court (Australia) "the evidence, in our view, establishes that Scientology must, for relevant purposes, be
accepted as "a religion" in Victoria" ™ a b Melton, Gordon (March 19, 2009). Bromley, David G. van Vogt (an early supporter of Dianetics) witnessed repeated demonstrations of his hypnotic skills.[107] Scientology literature states that L. Ron Hubbard, and an associated movement. ~ Joe Childs, Thomas C. (2015). ©~ a b Christensen, Dorthe Refslund
(2009). St. Martin's Press. p. 82. ©~ Hubbard, "The Anatomy Of Thought". ™ a b ¢ Shea, Danny (May 29, 2009). A protester holds a sign which reads: "C[hurch] o[f] $[cientology] forces its female members to get abortions" (February 10, 2008) Longtime member Astra Woodcraft reportedly "left Scientology for good when the church tried to pressure
her to have an abortion".[294][295] Former Sea Org member Karen Pressley recounted that she was often asked by fellow Scientologists for loans so that they could get an abortion and remain in the Sea Org.[296][2971[298] Scientology employee Claire Headley has said she "was forced to have (two) abortions to keep her job and was subjected to
violations of personal rights and liberties for the purpose of obtaining forced labor".[299] Laura Ann DeCrescenzo reported she was "coerced to have an abortion" as a minor.[300] In March 2009, Maureen Bolstad reported that women who worked at Scientology's headquarters were forced to have abortions, or faced being declared a "Suppressive
Person" by the organization's management.[301] In March 2010, former Scientologist Janette Lang stated that at age 20 she became pregnant by her boyfriend while in the organization,[302] and her boyfriend's Scientology supervisors "coerced them into terminating the pregnancy".[303] "We fought for a week, I was devastated, I felt abused, I was
lost and eventually I gave in. ~ Richardson 2009, p. 291 ©~ a b ¢ Cowan & Bromley 2006, p. 185 ©~ Harry Wallop (August 11, 2006). ISBN 978-1-112-96373-5. ™~ a b ¢ d Willms 2005, pp. 54-60 ™ Lewis & Petersen Controversial New Religions, p. ™~ Tobin, Thomas C.; Childs, Joe (January 1, 2012). (October 7, 2009). December 27, 2002. Retrieved January
28, 2008. External links Scientologyat Wikipedia's sister projectsDefinitions from WiktionaryMedia from CommonsNews from WikinewsQuotations from WikiquoteTexts from WikisourceResources from WikiversityData from Wikidata Church of Scientology homepage Scientology - Is This a Religion? S2CID 142875634. Retrieved January 31, 2016.
Archived from the original on February 8, 2005. "Are Academics Afraid to Study Scientology?". Archived from the original on May 13, 2011. Archived from the original on October 27, 2013. Gerechtshof Den Haag. Marburg Journal of Religion: Responses From Religions. 77, NYU Press, 1997 ISBN 978-0-8147-3103-1 ~ Steven Vedro Digital Dharma, p.
~ Brandon, Mikhail (January 28, 2008). (July 1999). Press Enterprise. Vanity Fair. University of Toronto Press. ™ Los Angeles Times staff (February 29, 2008). Archived from the original on November 10, 2007. ~ Miller 1987, pp. 202-203. ™ "Does Scientology have a concept of God?". Lewis (ed.). Ron Hubbard Further information: Early life of L.
Zellner, William W.; Petrowsky, Marc (1998). Archived from the original on October 14, 2007. Archived from the original on September 3, 2016. p. 143. ™ a b ¢ Melton 2000, p. 10 ©~ Wallis, Roy; Steve Bruce (Spring 1984). PMID 8998113. Retrieved June 30, 2006. Not to be confused with Religious Science, Christian Science, or Scientism. ™
Chryssides, George D.; Wilkins, Margaret (2006). ©~ Singel, Ryan (January 23, 2008). Many examples of this policy's application have been established in court.[288][289][290] Failure to disconnect from a Suppressive Person is itself labeled a Suppressive act.[291] Allegation of coerced abortions Further information: Scientology and abortion § Sea
Org Protester against Scientology, holding a sign which reads: "What kind of church makes its staff have abortions" The Sea Org originally operated on vessels at sea where it was understood that it was not permitted to raise children on board the ships.[267] Pregnant women in the Sea Org have stated that they had been pressured to undergo
abortions.[267] In 2003, The Times of India reported "Forced abortions, beatings, starvation are considered tools of discipline in this church [sic]".[292] A former high-ranking source reports that "some 1,500 abortions" have been "carried out by women in the Sea Organization since the implementation of a rule in the late 80s that members could not
remain in the organization if they decided to have children". Temenos: Nordic Journal of Comparative Religion. 47 (3): 373-395. The Boston Globe. "Universal Passes on Paul Thomas Anderson's Scientology Movie". "L. In Lewis, James R. The purpose of Dianetics is the improvement of the individual, the individual or "self" being only one of eight
"dynamics".[94] According to Hugh B. ©~ Wilson, Bryan (1970). Urban, Hubbard's early science of Dianetics would be best comprehended as a "bricolage that brought together his various explorations in psychology, hypnosis, and science fiction". S2CID 144335265. University Charles de Gaulle Lille. July 4, 2011. Some investigators said that some
spam had been traced to members of the Church of Scientology.[326][327] Former Scientologist Tory Christman later asserted that the Office of Special Affairs had undertaken a concerted effort to destroy alt.religion.scientology through these means; the effort failed.[328] On January 14, 2008, a video produced by the Church of Scientology featuring
an interview with Tom Cruise was leaked to the Internet and uploaded to YouTube.[329][330][331] The Church of Scientology issued a copyright violation claim against YouTube requesting the removal of the video.[332] Subsequently, the group Anonymous voiced its criticism of Scientology and began attacking the Church.[333] Calling the action by
the Church of Scientology a form of Internet censorship, participants of Anonymous coordinated Project Chanology, consisting of a series of denial-of-service attacks against Scientology websites, prank calls, and black faxes to Scientology centers.[334][335][336]1[3371[338] On January 21, 2008, Anonymous announced its intentions via a video posted
to YouTube entitled "Message to Scientology", and a press release declaring a "war" against the Church of Scientology and the Religious Technology Center.[337][339] In the press release, the group stated that the attacks against the Church of Scientology would continue in order to protect the freedom of speech, and end what they saw as the
financial exploitation of members of the organization.[340] A protester criticizes Scientology On January 28, 2008, an Anonymous video appeared on YouTube calling for protests outside Church of Scientology centers on February 10, 2008.[341][342] According to a letter Anonymous e-mailed to the press, about 7,000 people protested in more than 90
cities worldwide.[343] Many protesters wore masks based on the character V from V for Vendetta (who was influenced by Guy Fawkes) or otherwise disguised their identities, in part to protect themselves from reprisals from the Church of Scientology.[344][345] Many further protests have followed since then in cities around the world.[346] The
Arbitration Committee of the Wikipedia internet encyclopedia decided in May 2009 to restrict access to its site from Church of Scientology IP addresses, to prevent self-serving edits by Scientologists.[347][348] A "host of anti-Scientologist editors" were topic-banned as well.[347][348] The committee concluded that both sides had "gamed policy" and
resorted to "battlefield tactics", with articles on living persons being the "worst casualties".[347] Disputes over legal status Main article: Scientology status by country A Scientology Center on Hollywood Boulevard in Hollywood, Los Angeles, California The legal status of Scientology or Scientology-related organizations differs between jurisdictions.
[44]1[45][349] Scientology was legally recognized as a tax-exempt religion in Australia,[46] Portugal,[350] and Spain.[351] Scientology was granted tax-exempt status in the United States in 1993.[352][353][354][355] The organization is considered a cult in Chile and an "anticonstitutional sect" in Germany,[49] and is considered a cult (French secte)
by some French public authorities.[50] The Church of Scientology argues that Scientology is a genuine religious movement that has been misrepresented, maligned, and persecuted.[356][357] The organization has pursued an extensive public relations campaign for the recognition of Scientology as a tax-exempt religion in the various countries in
which it exists.[358][359][360] The Church of Scientology has often encountered opposition due to its strong-arm tactics directed against critics and members wishing to leave the organization.[199] A minority of governments regard it as a religious organization entitled to tax-exempt status, while other governments variously classify it as a business,
cult, pseudoreligion, or criminal organization.[215][361] In 1957, the Church of Scientology of California was granted tax-exempt status by the United States Internal Revenue Service (IRS), and so, for a time, were other local branches of the organization.[87][48] In 1958 however, the IRS started a review of the appropriateness of this status.[87] In
1959, Hubbard moved to England, remaining there until the mid-1960s.[80] In the mid-sixties, the Church of Scientology was banned in several Australian states, starting with Victoria in 1965.[362] The ban was based on the Anderson Report, which found that the auditing process involved "command" hypnosis, in which the hypnotist assumes
"positive authoritative control" over the patient. Religion and the Constitution. Archived from the original on October 29, 2013. pp. 53-79. 2017. National Post. January 1, 2004. OCLC 939141508. Winter.[83] Dr. Winter, hoping to have Dianetics accepted in the medical community, submitted papers outlining the principles and methodology of Dianetic
therapy to the Journal of the American Medical Association and the American Journal of Psychiatry in 1949, but these were rejected.[84][85] Dianetics: The Modern Science of Mental Health spent six months on the New York Times bestseller list.[a][86] Publishers Weekly gave a posthumous plaque to Hubbard to commemorate Dianetics' appearance
on its list of bestsellers for one hundred weeks.[75] Studies that address the topic of the origins of the work and its significance to Scientology as a whole include Peter Rowley's New Gods in America, Omar V. d0i:10.1007/s10943-006-9079-9. Gordon Melton have stated that Crowley's teachings bear little if any resemblance to Scientology doctrine.
[455][456] ]. p. 109. ™ "A Sci-Fi Faith". "The Church of Scientology: Legitimacy through Perception Management". The Press-Enterprise Co. p. CO01. ©~ Agence France-Presse (November 18, 2009). Scientology: Wie der Sektenkonzern die Welt erobern will (in German). ©~ a b Cooper, Robert (August 19, 2014). Inside Scientology: The Story of America's
Most Secretive Religion. p. 190. Retrieved September 27, 2019. The Buffalo News. ©~ Hubbard, L. Press Release. ISBN 978-1-880418-11-6. New York, NY/London, UK: Routledge Taylor & Francis Group. ~ Al-Zaki, Taleb; B Tilman Jolly (January 1997). 6 (1). Gale Virtual Reference Library. Archived from the original on May 15, 2012. Kent (September
2003). The Village Voice. ™~ a b Toomey, Shamus (June 26, 2005). Archived from the original on March 23, 2008. In 1981, Scientology took the German government to court for the first time.[125] On January 24, 1986, L. Hubbard established the policy in the 1950s, in response to criticism both from within and outside his organization.[31][32]
Individuals or groups who are "Fair Game" are judged to be a threat to the Church and, according to the policy, can be punished and harassed using any and all means possible.[31][32] Hubbard and his followers targeted many individuals as well as government officials and agencies, including a program of illegal infiltration of the IRS and other U.S.
government agencies during the 1970s.[31]1[32] They also conducted private investigations, character assassination and legal action against the Church's critics in the media.[31] The policy remains in effect and has been defended by the Church of Scientology as a core "religious practice".[203][204][205] Scientology ceremonies In Scientology,
ceremonies for events such as weddings, child naming, and funerals are observed.[150] Friday services are held to commemorate the completion of a person's services during the prior week.[150] Ordained Scientology ministers may perform such rites.[150] However, these services and the clergy who perform them play only a minor role in
Scientologists' lives.[206] Church of Scientology organization Main article: List of Scientology organizations According to a Church account, the Scientology cross represent the spirit "rising triumphantly, ultimately transcending the turmoil of the physical universe to achieve salvation".[207] The incomplete Super Power Building of the FLAG
Scientology complex in Clearwater, Florida The internal structure of Scientology organizations is strongly bureaucratic with a focus on statistics-based management.[190] Organizational operating budgets are performance-related and subject to frequent reviews.[190] Membership statistics Scientology center in New York City The 2008 American
Religious Identification Survey found that the there were 25,000 Scientologists in the US.[208][209][210][211] A 2008 Trinity College survey concluded there were 25,000 Scientologists.[212] This was a drop from a survey in 2001 that estimated that 55,000 people in the United States claimed to be Scientologists. Westport CT: Praeger Publishers. ©
Mccall, W. Retrieved June 5, 2011. (March 19, 2009). "Scientology compound Twin Peaks, Shelly Miscavige's reputed hideout, exposed". Courthouse News Service. ~ Bromley, David; Cowan, Douglas. hdl:2144/3836. Bayshore Publications. (2007). Archived from the original on May 23, 2011. "Program for prisoners draws fire over Scientology".
Archived from the original on October 16, 2007. West's Encyclopedia of American Law. ©~ Bainbridge 2009, p. 42. Retrieved February 15, 2008. This statement is a quote from a superior court judgement against the Scientology organization. JSTOR 3704895. ©~ James R. The sequence of study ("training") and auditing ("processing") levels is termed the
"Bridge to Total Freedom", or simply "the Bridge".[470][473] Training concerns primarily the principles and techniques of auditing.[473] Processing is personal development through participation in auditing sessions.[473] The Church of Scientology teaches the principle of reciprocity, involving give-and-take in every human transaction.[474]
Accordingly, members are required to make donations for study courses and auditing as they move up the Bridge, the amounts increasing as higher levels are reached.[474] Participation in higher-level courses on the Bridge may cost several thousand dollars, and Scientologists usually move up the Bridge at a rate governed by their income.[474]
According to David G. The New Zealand Herald. October 21, 2015. Archived from the original on December 11, 2013. ~ Wilson, Bryan (1995). NY Daily News. What is Scientology? "Hacker Group Declares War On Scientology: Group Upset Over Church's Handling Of Tom Cruise Video". "Scientology". S2CID 6765004. Over my shoulder : reflections
on a science fiction era. The Plain Dealer. These engrams are named Implants in the doctrine of Scientology. doi:10.13130/1971-8543/4109. ©~ Yamato, Jen (June 10, 2010). p. 4. Knopf Doubleday Publishing Group. ISBN 978-1-4184-9294-6. The Church developed outreach programs to fight drug addiction, illiteracy, learning disabilities and criminal
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orientation of Hubbard's philosophy owes much to Will Durant, author of the popular 1926 classic The Story of Philosophy; Dianetics is dedicated to Durant.[441] Hubbard's view of a mechanically functioning mind in particular finds close parallels in Durant's work on Spinoza.[441] According to Hubbard himself, Scientology is "the Western anglicized
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Ron Hubbard Main article: L. "The Religious Status of Scientology: Is Scientology a Religion?". It was my baby, my body and my choice, and all of that was taken away from me by Scientology," said Lang.[303]1[304] Australian Senator Nick Xenophon gave a speech to the Australian Parliament in November 2009, about statements he had received from
former Scientologists.[305] He said that he had been told members of the organization had coerced pregnant female employees to have abortions.[305] "I am deeply concerned about this organisation and the devastating impact it can have on its followers," said Senator Xenophon, and he requested that the Australian Senate begin an investigation
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